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It is worth noting, for Its tearing on latar events , that this latter, 
llte the record of Lansing's recent talk with Iahii, made no nmgtioft of eny 
participation by the British or the French In such an undertaking. 

After sending the letter on te the President, L an s in g replied to Kegnan 

•vii. - * y j ' 

that he^had read it with special interest ''because it comes f ran the highest 
authority In America on Russia* " le was not stirs, ha said, of the wisdom of 
Intervention in Siberia, but he was gratified to find "that your reaction to 
the confusion of the situation is vary similar to my own ..." la could assure 
Batman 

. that the subject is receiving very careful consideration 
both as to the policy and as to the physical difficulties of 
transportation, which on account of lack of ships in the Pacific 
are very great. 38/ 

In the particular matter of a possible economic commission,, pressure on 
the Administration was now beginning to go beyond mere expressions of opinion 
and to assume organizational forms. Vs have already noted th«t the end of May 
was precisely the time when the "league to Aid and Cooperate with Bussia" was 
threatening most seriously to become active and to generate ideas and proposals 
of its own — a prospect always alarming to the men around Wilson. In addition 
to this the War Trade Board, under the able management of Mr* Vance McCormick, 
appointed on May 21 a three- man committee (one of the members was Mr. John Foster 
Dulles) to chart out a program for the resumption of economic, dealings with 


33 / George Kerman MBS, Library of Congress, Box 8. 
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Council appealed to President Wilson "to approve the policy bore recommended 
and thus toei*ble it to bo carried into effect before it is too let*. 3§/ 

This final appeal from the Sftpreas War Council reached Washington, and was 
bonded by Heading to the President, on the afternoon of July 3, Shortly before 
Lansing »o pfeone call about the Czech seizure of Vladivostok. The time 
aion had nowf inally arrived, The choice — * to the President, at loiet — new 
seemed reasonably dear. 

. ■ • ’ . *».'• f; r" , . ! . ■ ■ • ’ • 

fho next day vas the Fourth of July, and one of the hottest, Shore w an 
exeurslon to Mount V e mon on the Presidential yacht, USE MATFLCWSIt. loth the 
President ant Lansing were aboard. Iho other guests included a »»ber of repre- 
aont stives of various foreign language groups in the United States. It vae under- 
stood that the President would make a speech at Mount Vernon, and it was thought 
by many that he eight use this as an occasion for announcing hla dooieion with 
respect to Russia, 

Wilson was courteous enough to bis guests, and tried to make them fbal at 
hose in the face of the sweltering heat. But we may assuae that both ha and 
Lansing had their minds rather on Siberian matters than on the steaming Banks 
of the Potomac past which they moved. At ease time during the course of that 
day, whether before or after the exours ion, Lansing found the leisure to draw 
up a memoranda# for the President on the Siberian question. It wee to hft^STdeci- 
eive recommendation. The seizure of Vladivostok by the Czeolus, and their success 


XVIIl/20 


in western Siberia, bed "materially changed the situation/ ^wrote, ’by intro- 
ducing a sentimental element into the question of our duty.*’ There was now an 


28/ Fo^lan Halations . 1913. Russia, V ol. II, ,op>,Oj&, P« ^ frGtt ?raBier ‘ 8 
telegram to &BC8TAZB, July 2, midnight (pp. 2bl-2H6). 
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American, responsibility to aid them. !• P*°P 0, * <i that a supply of ***• 
sent to the Czech ooetlaPI^ in Vladivostok, end that acme troop* ****** 

•eat toaealst them in policing the railroe* end in disarming and lispersing 
German end *£trlan prisoners- of- war who,' he understood, vers opposing thesa. 
Aiding the Czechs was, after all* •» entirely different thing froa intervening 
on other grounds. Even though shoe Aaericen force* ware esnt, on* wo»X 4 
rely on Japan to supply the hulk of the requisite farces. The aaoouacejBent of 
the intention/ and the readiness to refrain fr« interfering in Euasian internal 
affairs, should be made at ons*. A peaceful cowisaion of represent at leas of 
various phases of soeiety, "to- wit, moral, industrial, commercial, fluoncial and 
agricultural," should he sent and should "proceed waatward from Tladivoetok 
following as cloaaly aa possible, with Ana regard to safety, the Czechoslovaks . 
Its final destination and function should depend on its reception by the Busaian 
people aid on the military resistance encountered. 29/ 

Lansing’s memorandum wea presumably seat to th* President on the mominf 
of Friday, the 5th. Later that day the President phonad and said he wished to 
eee Leasing, Baker, Secretary of levy Joaephua Daniels, and Oaneral March at 
two o’clock on the 6th. The meeting took place that Saturday afternoon, ae 
scheduled, in an upper room of the whit# Scwae, with Admiral Benaon also attend- 
ing. "After w« had ... seated ourselves, somewhat in order of rank," General 
March later recorded, "the President entered the room with a pad in hie hand, 
and taking a position standing and facing ue, ... raad from his pad hie views 


23/ Lansing MBS, op.cit . , Diary Blue Boxes, Box 2 . 
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afternoon it dawmd on toeing that the Japanese would i-saeoistely tall 
t.i,„ ' < bher Allied gofinMntw about the American approach and that great rement- 
®ewt vouU *a*ue in tha meantime, they md heard nothing directly fro® 
Washington. Be at once exposed 'these rfcf'i?*^tiop5S in a note to the President^/ 
and obtained tt» latter *a approval to hie apprising the British, Trench, and 
Italian. havoye, in strictest confidence, «f vhat had Urn* decided. Ihi# wag 
dune the "allowing aorning (Tuesday, Jut/ 9}, in three separate interviews at 
the department of State. 2/ So record of these interview* la available, mere 
Is reason to believe that the reaction of Lord fading, in particular, wnn cm 
of astonishment, partly over tha meaner in which the declelon had loan 

taken, partly because of Laming* a studies ambiguity about the part the western 
Allies were to take in the proposed action. 

In early afternoon there was a Cabinet meeting. remaining after the other* 
had lei t, Imnalng told the Treaident of Bead lag's reaction, Both men, evidently, 
w»m* irritated by it. (Wartime strain snu weariness vaa, by this tine, breading 
ita characteristic asperities. Wilson and Ms Secretary of State had both now 
worked fnemeelves into a high state of suspicion of British active* and resent- 
ntnt of British pressures in the Siberian prdbiea.) *ot long after Lansing had 
returned to his dash at tha State Bapartmant tha three Allied envoys (the other 
twa plainly uarshailad by .reading for this purpose) appeared in a body, demanding 


to know 


1/ Ma te 


ions, 


Jl&SSfSMj VoJU II, OR,, gjt, , pp. 37^-373. 


8/ Lansing Mss, .po.cit . ■ Desk Diary. 
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whether the Allied 1ev»nwat> were not to take port in the 
initial Undine of troops at Vladivoetok or whether it was 
w | J» a. the American] purpoee to confine the enterprise to 
Jspa«§#e and Anar lean troops. 

ianaing replied that ha had never diacussed the natter with the ftfoaldant 


and could see no Object in doing ao until Japanese approval had bee* 


stained . 


at which tint the United States govarnaent would he glad to consult with tha 
western ’Hies, Sharp exchanges endued. lanaing charged that In falling to 
consult the lliea the user leans were only doing what had lean dona to them- 
••lwaa on many cocas lone, Feeding found this statement offensive; and he 
insisted that the Allies ought to participate in the initial landing. To this 
tensing replied 

... that this seemed to ae rather a natter of national pride and 
sentiment than a practical question? that I could not understand 
why thia subject should be rai«®d and that it showed to ae the 
wisdom of the course which we had taken in not consulting ell the 
Allied Sovarments before we had acted as apparently there would 
have been delay in discussing the details ... 3 / 

It is impossible to note this naaeegi without drawing attention to the 
a*t re ordinary workings of tha tier lean mind in matter# of inter- A 11 led relations. 
For six months the Allied governments had pleaded with the United States govern- 
ment tc Join them in acne action relating to Siberia and had refrained. meet 
reluctantly j fro® action of their own while they waited for the Unite-1 States 
to sake up its Bind. Now Washington* hsvlng a*de its own dec is ion without con- 
sulting thorn* was determined to set with utmost precipitation. Two days wee 


even 


too short a time and the need for haste was cited as justification for not 


3 / fS&SLkSR 


La, Vnl. II* op.clt. . pp. 
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consulting tbs Allies st all. M beyond that, <we eftfret fell to »ota Isxmlm** 

contamptn—a . rejection of the British view As «V'e»aiMment«r oaf. «*• 

before. In brewing up hie own amor e ndue for the President on thebiNtrlen quee- 

tien, teasing had Jwtlfied tint entire change of Aasrican policy b T **• n»poai- 

Uoa that the set sure of nedtwOBto* by the Czechs "had Materially ohaeiafl the 

situation by Introducing a aenttagntal element into the question of ^ty. hf 

The July <6 deeleion hed cited "sentlmantal .rounds" aa dictating the American 

action, Wow Lansing complained precisely that Beading*# attitude was a matter 

of sentiment. More than once, in this acrimonious conversation, ho re lamed to 

this chaage* ws * not disposed," he said, 

to consider the sentimental phase hut only the expedient aide of 
the question. ... X thought expediency should control and that if 
expedience we opposed to British participation that, to my mind, 

#TtdCKl It, e* * 

Sentiment, when it caae to determining American actions s expedience, when it came 
to ju dg i ng the behavior of America’s Alllee — this 1# the principle that appears 
to flow from Lansing's reactions on this occasion. 

Lord leading was, for obvious reasons, unappeeeed by Lansing's position. 

*'ith difficulty ha was restrained, the following day, fro# telegraphing to hie 
government a stinging report on the natter which, the President considered, would 
have mad * ®- sOo-5 deal of trout le,^/ Sven without this report, the irritation 
In London wes intense, «/lthout delay, on the 10th, the Hritish goat meant. 


4/ Pee above,, p. XVIIl/HO-21 (italics ere mine], 
5 / Lansing MS 6 , QP.cit . , DesX 91sry, July 10. 
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